


MYANMAR, ALSO KNOWN AS BURMA
 The largest country in mainland 
Southeast Asia, bordered by Bangladesh, 
India, China, Laos, and Thailand.
            
 Burman  or Bamar refers to the   
 majority ethnic group, which 
 constitutes 68% of the country’s  
 population.

           Burmese describes the language,  
 citizenship, or country.
 
A MASS EXILE
 Between 1885 and 1937, Burma 
was colonized by England and 
administered as a province of India. The 
British government ruled primarily among 
the Burman population, and had less 
involvement in the affairs of the rural 
ethnic minority groups. This dispropor-
tionate control of power deepened the 
existing divisions between the Burman 
population and the minority groups, 
which include Karen, Chin, and, Rakhine, 
and a Burmese independence movement 
became active during World War II.
 The Burmese independence party 
has more or less been in rule of the 
region since they first gained momen-
tum in the 1960s.  Having come to power 
during a 1962 civil war, the party has his-
torically used brutal military force against 
insurgent groups and the general 
population of minority civilians.  After 
decades of ongoing civil warfare, most 
ethnic nationalist armies made ceasefire 
deals with the party.  Despite the wars 
having subsided since the 1990s, human 

rights abuses continue in many areas of 
the country, and hundreds of thousands 
of people of all ethnicities have been 
forced to flee. In addition to the eth-
nic minorities, the party has historically 
targeted democracy activists, students, 
intellectuals, and politicians from all 
regions.
 Due to all these years of heavily 
militarized rule, close to half a million 
Burmese people have fled their country 
of origin. Most refugees reside in 
neighboring or nearby countries, and 
approximately 98,000 live in the U.S; 
most of which being of Chin and Karen 
descent.  

BALTIMORE CITY COMMUNITY COL-
LEGE REFUGEE YOUTH PROJECT 
(RYP)
 The RYP is a joint program by Bal-
timore City Community College and the 
International Rescue Committee. Since 
2003, the RYP has been providing quali-
ty after-school programming for refugee 
youth pre-K through 12th grade in the 
Baltimore metropolitan area. The RYP is 
committed to its mission of creating a 
safe enviroment for refugee children to 
improve their literacy skills, enhance their 
knowledge of American culture, engage 
in enriching extracurricular activities, and 
grow to be confident, caring young 
people.

NOTE FROM THE EDITORS 
 Through a partnership between 
BCCC RYP and Press-Press, an interdis-
ciplinary publishing initiative based out of 

Baltimore, MD, during the 2014-2015 
academic year, we have been hosting 
weekly poetry and art workshops with a 
group of middle and high school aged 
students from Burma. The dynamic nature 
of this afterschool program has enabled us 
to befriend and collaboratively work with 
nearly twenty students, whose ages vary 
along with the number of years, months 
or weeks, they have resided in Baltimore. 
Each week, we continue to learn the 
multitude of their experiences through 
their thoughtful poetry and visual art, much 
of which echoes their memories of exile 
and their current reality of assimilating into 
a new culture. 
 As three women who have 
experienced the process of migration; 
Leila, from Syria to Cleveland, OH; Layla, 
from Egypt to London to New Jersey; and 
Kimi, from Tel-Aviv to Pittsburgh, PA; we 
have all had personal experiences with the 
struggles of second language learning, 
cultural barriers and social conflict. These 
experiences motivated the initiation of this 
project and continue to inform the 
development of our relationships and 
engagement within the group. We invite 
you to share in our experience through this 
collection of works that explore significant 
personal moments. Thank you for picking 
up this copy of The Chilly Smart Model; we 
hope you enjoy!!

                                                                     

Kimi Hanauer, Leila Khoury & Layla 
Macrory
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